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TWENTY WEEKS SINCE LAST SUCCESSFUL 
PEOPLE SMUGGLING VENTURE 

 
The latest update from Operation Sovereign Borders reveals twenty weeks have passed without 
a successful people smuggling venture to Australia, Minister for Immigration and Border 
Protection, the Hon Scott Morrison said today. 
 
“The collapse in the people smuggling trade to Australia continues with the success of the 
Government’s border protection policies under Operation Sovereign Borders, despite 
continued opposition from Labor and the Greens,” Minister Morrison said.  
 
“Immediately after the introduction of the Government’s turn back policy the way to Australia 
was closed and it has remained closed. 
 
“The last successful people smuggling venture arrived on 19 December last year. 
 
“A year ago this result would have seemed unthinkable, and it was under the previous 
Government. But despite many saying the Coalition Government’s policies would not work the 
boats are stopping. The policies are clearly getting the results we said they would get. 
 
“This success to date has delivered significant dividends in both humanitarian and economic 
terms – people are no longer dying at sea, 20,000 places have been freed up within our refugee 
and humanitarian program over this year and the next four years and $2.5 billion in savings to 
the budget have occurred following the collapse in illegal arrivals as a result of our policies. 
 
“A further $280 million will be saved through the closure of six detention centres opened by 
Labor as a result of their border failures. 
 
“Meanwhile asylum claims for transferees are being processed by the Papua New Guinean and 
Nauruan Governments at offshore centres and I today confirmed that refugee status 
determinations have been handed down at Manus Island and are imminent on Nauru,” Minister 
Morrison said. 
 
Further information: Julian Leembruggen 0400 813 253, Kerri Griffiths 0417 617 482 


